But there is another aspect of the question which has to be borne in mind, for the agglutinating power, once set up, is apt to persist in the blood for a very considerable time after the disease has passed away; so that before expressing any positive opinion as to the meaning of the reaction, it is necessary to make sure that the patient has not had typhoid fever before. It is said that in some cases the power of producing this reaction still remained more than twenty years after having had typhoid fever.
While then we must accept Widal's test as a most useful help in doubtful cases, it will not do to admit that on the strength of it alone sanitary authorities should presume to over-ride the diagnosis of physicians who are conversant with the whole history and clinical details of the cases. As an aid in diagnosis it is good, as a substitute for it it is inadmissible.
